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£9 million to 
support the 
next 100 
years

AN OPPORTUNITY  
TO INVEST, RESTORE, 
AND REJOICE IN  
THE FUTURE 
In 2023, we are celebrating the 900th anniversary 
of the founding of the ancient Priory Church 
of St Bartholomew the Great. This is a moment 
to celebrate our role as stewards of such an 
extraordinary legacy, and embark on one of the 
biggest fundraising campaigns in the church's 
history.

It is a great joy to turn 900. It is also a mandate. One hundred years 
from now, when our community comes together to mark  
our Millennium, we hope that they will be building on strong 
foundations, secured by us in our generation as we, in turn, build on 
the work of generations before.

Our vision, based on a collective ambition to open the church up to a 
new generation of visitors, requires us to raise £9 million in the next 
five years. The fabric of this ancient church needs urgent restoring 
and preserving, and its facilities need to be replaced. This will enable 
us to develop the church as an education centre for adults and 
children, while opening up the north side of the church as a garden - 
an oasis of peace and calm modelled on the herb gardens of the 
monastic hospital.

We have a once-in-a-generation opportunity to build on our history 
and reputation as a centre for worship, healing and culture. The plan 
encompasses sensitive preservation of our heritage, alongside the 
creation of physical spaces and new initiatives that support our 
mission and ministry. It also invites us to transform a currently 
under-utilised site into a beating heart of fellowship, friendship, 
education and support, for all those who come through our doors.

There is so much potential here and the 900th anniversary gives us a 
wonderful opportunity to realise an inspiring £9 million vision, 
raised over the next five years. I hope you will want to be part of it.

With every blessing

Narrow, winding and damp staircase 
leading to the Parish offices from the 
church.

Damp-ridden 1980s extension with a 
flat roof which ccaannnnoott  bbee  rreeppaaiirreedd.

SSeemmii--rruuiinnoouuss  ggaarrddeennss eeaattiinngg  iinnttoo  tthhee  hhiissttoorriicc  ffaabbrriicc  ooff  tthhee  
bbuuiillddiinngg..
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TRANSFORMING 
OUR FABRIC, 

FACILITIES, AND 
OUTREACH 

| £6 MILLION

RESTORING THE ANCIENT FABRIC OF ST 
BARTHOLOMEW THE GREAT
A church with the heritage of St Bartholomew the Great does not look 
after itself. As stewards of this ancient building, it rests upon us to 
restore and preserve it, for the benefit of people now and in the future.

Our most recent Quinquennial Inspection (March 2022) has highlighted 
many areas of the church which require urgent repair and restoration. It 
has also pointed out deficiencies and potentially serious consequences 
should these works not be completed. 

In order to address all of the necessary works, 
and so ensure that this historic Grade 1 listed 
place of worship, essential urgent repairs come 
to £1,300,000.

PRESERVING 

OUR RICH 

AND LIVING 

TRADITION OF 

MUSIC   

| £3 MILLION

Music has always been at the heart of St 
Bartholomew the Great, with hundreds 
of years of plainchant and the evolving 
language of church music soaked into 
its fabric. Whether it be a great occasion 
attended by many, or daily rehearsals, the 
musical programme enriches the liturgy 
and broadens our outreach activities. 

Over the past century especially,  
St Bart’s has attracted a series of 
exceptional Directors to lead and develop 
its musical activities. Our services are 
su昀昀used with high quality music, and, 
throughout the year, we host concerts and 
recitals, either presented by the church or 
by external partners using our facilities.

By creating a £3 million Music 
Endowment Fund, we can strengthen 
and develop the role of music within the 
church and in the community. 

To support the Music Endowment Fund, 
you can make a gift, or you might like to 
consider being involved in our Endow a 
Day of Music programme, which o昀昀ers 
you the opportunity to make a lasting 
di昀昀erence to the rich heritage of musical 
excellence at St Bart’s.

Our vision for preserving the church for 
our current communities and opening 
it up to a new generation of visitors and 
worshippers requires us to raise £9m in 
the next 5 years. We must continue to 
preserve and in some cases restore the 
ancient fabric of St Bartholomew the Great 
as well as provide new, modern facilities 
for our visitors. The key elements of our 
vision include: 

Addressing the urgent repair and 
restoration areas identi昀椀ed in our 
Quinquennial Inspection in March 2022 
such as repointing in areas as well as 
demolishing the annexe to the church, part 
of which has been condemned.

This means relocating facilities such as the 
kitchen and other amenities to the land 
near the cloister - a much more logical 
solution for the longer term.

It then opens up the opportunity for 
us to build a garden sanctuary and 
columbarium, developing a place of calm 
around the perimeter of our church.

And, given our rich history in London, we 
want to enhance our educational o昀昀er, 
opening the Crypt for school visits.

Last but by no means least, we plan to 
create a £3m Music Endowment Fund.
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CREATING 21ST CENTURY FACILITIES 

WITHIN OUR HISTORIC CHURCH

St Bart’s is well known for its warm hospitality. We are fortunate to have a congregation that 
values the importance of fellowship, with members who are delighted to welcome friends old 
and new. The ill-conceived and poorly constructed annexe to the church which currently 
houses inadequate toilets and a condemned kitchen as well as a sacristy is no longer usable. 
We have no disabled toilet facilities and its distance from the Cloister – our primary 
hospitality space - remains a perpetual failing. We therefore propose to use the vacant external 
space behind the South Transept to create modern facilities which will properly serve the 
needs of all visitors to Great St Bart’s together. These enhancements will enable us to cater 
properly for a range of cultural events and celebrations, private functions and school visits.

To create these modern and 
much-needed facilities we 
need to raise £2,000,000

BECOMING A FOCUS FOR 
EDUCATION
The church's unique survival - through fire, plague, blitz, 
civil war, and reformation - makes this the ideal place for 
people to come and learn about this part of London. The 
scars of history can be seen across the church and need to 
be explained and developed. With seed funding of £50,000 
we are developing plans to attract schools, families, and 
adult visitors to an enhanced educational offer. With 
further funding we can open the Crypt for school visits and 
create interactive displays at all of the significant areas of 
the church.

An exciting and informative 
educational environment with 
the facilities to match will 
cost £700,000
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GARDEN SANCTUARY & 
Columbarium
By removing the wholly inadequate and largely condemned North Annex, 
we have a unique opportunity to create a place of stillness and calm, 
special in a city rich in skyscrapers but poor in greenery. We plan to 
recreate a herb, physic and sensory garden, recalling our monastic 
heritage, as well as an attractive and environmentally friendly restful 
green space for everyone including those who visit or work in the City or 
hospital. A columbarium, where people's ashes can be placed and their 
names remembered, will add a powerful and reflective element to the 
garden.

To remove the North Annexe and create 
this green oasis at St Bart's we need to 
raise £1,500,000

Ptolemy Dean Architects specialises in conservation 
work to historic buildings, additions to historic buildings 
and the design of new buildings in sensitive locations. 
Ptolemy Dean will be known to some as a historic 
buildings adviser on the BBC 2 ‘Restoration’ series, and 
serves on the National Trust Architectural Panel and 
Salisbury Cathedral Fabric Advisory Committee. From 
2012 he became the Surveyor of the Fabric at Westminster 
Abbey where he designed the new Weston Tower.

our architects



ST BARTHOLOMEW  
THE LESS: FOR THE FUTURE

The only church in England that is both a hospital chapel and a parish church,  
St Bartholomew the Less (or simply Barts the Less) has served the people and 
patients of St Bartholomew’s Hospital and the surrounding parish for 900 years. 
Most of the building dates back to the 18th and 19th centuries, though its  
tower and foundations are medieval.

SECURING THE BUILDING 
In recent years, it has become clear that significant works need to be undertaken in order to secure the 
integrity of St Bartholomew the Less. The 2022 Quinquennial Report (five-year inspection by our architects) 
highlighted approximately £500,000 of repairs which need to be completed within two years. These include
re-leading the roof on the tower, vestry roof, and nave octagon and repairing flashings to prevent water 
ingress. Recent water damage is very visible, especially in the southeast corner of the church. This high-level 
work has been costed at £215,000.

INVEST, RESTORE, AND REJOICE IN THE FUTURE 
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All the essential works identified by the 
Quinquennial Report are estimated to 
cost £500,000

REPAIRING THE STRUCTURE
Along with ensuring that the building is watertight, 
significant work to secure the safety of the tower stair 
will be required. Several stone treads are dangerously 
worn, risking closure of the ringing chamber, and 
ultimately the stability of the tower. Stonework repairs 
will cost in the area of £35,000.

After many decades of wear, the ornate encaustic tile 
floor is also in need of repairs totalling approximately 
£3000. A portion of tiles toward the rear of the nave
have come loose and some have broken. This section of 
floor needs immediate care lest nearby areas be affected 
and also begin to shift. 

REJUVENATING THE INTERIOR 
Perhaps the most visibly apparent need at Barts the  
Less is the redecoration of the interior. While most of 
the lower walls are in decent order, a combination  
of the use of the wrong type of paint in an earlier 
redecoration with the ingress of damp has meant that 
large areas of the ceiling are peeling and flaking.  
This makes the interior feel less well cared for than it 
actually is and is in strong contrast to much of the 
wider hospital site which is kept in very good repair.  
A complete redecoration will cost £80,000.

Barts the Less suffers from temperamental electrics and 
of the five chandeliers in the nave, two have been 
stolen. Along with the redecoration of the interior, 
providing adequate and dependable lighting will make 
the church more usable over the long term. Together 
with the necessary installation of new fire-safety 
measures, electrical works will cost £30,000.

SERVING THE COMMUNITY
St Bartholomew the Less is used by a considerable 
cross-section of the hospital and parish community. In 
addition to the advertised services of Holy Communion, 
overseen by both Church of England and Roman 
Catholic clergy, the church is regularly used for private 
prayer by hospital employees, members of staff, 
patients, and patients’ families. A book in which prayer 
requests may be written sees constant use. 

The Voluntary Board of St Bartholomew’s Hospital 
have agreed to match donations to St Bartholomew  
the Less, and with your continued support we can  
begin a much-needed restoration within the 900th year. 
This restoration will demonstrate a commitment to 
preserving the unique heritage of a medieval double 
foundation and will highlight the central role faith can 
play in the work of healing and wholeness. 

Great St Bartholomew 

Parish Of昀椀ce
Church House
Cloth Fair

London

EC1A 7JQ 

ST BARTHOLOMEW THE LESS: FOR THE FUTURE

You can support the St Bart’s 900th Anniversary Appeal, by making a single or regular gift online. 
All gifts to support the restoration of St Bartholomew the Less will be matched by The Voluntary 
Board of St Bartholomew’s Hospital. If you are a UK taxpayer, please consider using the Gift Aid 
form, so that we can increase your donation by 25% when we claim this from the government. 

HOW TO SUPPORT

+44 (0)20 7600 0440
campaign@greatstbarts900.com
www.greatstbarts900.com

Registered charity number: 1163024

all gifts to support the refurbishment of st bartholomew the less will be 

matched by the voluntary board of st bartholomew’s hospital pound for pound



GIFT CARD
AN OPPORTUNITY TO INVEST, RESTORE, AND REJOICE IN THE FUTURE 

Personal Details  
Title Forename(s) Surname

Address

Postcode Telephone number Email address

 Please tick if you wish to remain anonymous. If not ticked, names may be listed both in publications and online.

 Pledge declaration 
I/we are pleased to support the Great St Bartholomew’s 900th Campaign by making my/our gift of: 

Total amount  £    Signature Date

I request that my gift is directed toward:        Fabric        Music       Barts the Less        Other

Standing Order Form 
 I will set up the standing order online (Great St Bartholomew – Sort Code 40-07-24 – Account number 71302787) 
 I would like you to post this to my bank (please complete the details below)    

Name and full postal address of your Bank/Building Society: 

To The Manager     Bank/Building Society

Address

    Postcode

Name(s) of Account Holder(s) 

Bank/Building Society account number  Branch Sort Code 

 

Instructions to your Bank or Building Society

Please pay Great St Bartholomew Standing Order from the account  
detailed in this instruction. I understand that this instruction may remain  
with Great St Bartholomew and, if so, details will be passed electronically 
to my Bank/Building Society.

Signature(s) 

Date 

  GIF T AID By using Gift Aid you can increase the value of your gift.

 Please treat all gifts of money that I make today and in the future to Great St Bartholomew as Gift Aid donations. I am a UK taxpayer and 
understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is 
my responsibility to pay any difference. Please notify Great St Bartholomew if you want to cancel this declaration, have changed your name or 
home address or no longer pay sufficient Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax. (Charity number 1163024) 

Signature Date 
Data Protection: The Ecclesiastical Parish of Great St Bartholomew collect, process and hold personal information in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998, for their activities in supporting 
St Bartholomew the Great and St Bartholomew the Less. We do not share your personal details with other organisations. Registered Charity Number 1163024. Address: St Bartholomew The Great, 
Church House, Cloth Fair, Barbican, London EC1A 7JQ.

METHOD OF PAYMENT 
Frequency:      Monthly        Quarterly       Biannually        Annually         One-off

    (Great St Bartholomew – Sort Code 40-07-24 – Account number 71302787) 

Standing Order  Please debit £ on    1st  15th day of the month. (Please complete the Standing Order section below)   

 Other  For credit card payments, legacies or other types of gift such as shares or land, please contact our Church Manager  on 020 7600 
0440 or email church.manager@greatstbarts.com  

DONATE

 As needed As nee

Start date:     End date:

Cheque  Amount £

OOnnlliinnee  bbaannkk  ttrraannssffeerr  Amount £

    (Please make cheques payable to Great St Bartholomew) 

II  hhaavvee  ggiivveenn  oonnlliinnee  uussiinngg  tthhee  QQRR  ccooddee  aabboovvee  Amount £

HOW TO SUPPORT
Scan this QR code to support the St Bart’s 900th Anniversary Appeal, by making a 
single or regular gift online. If you are a UK taxpayer, please consider using the Gift 
Aid form, so that we can increase your donation by 25% when we claim this from 
the government.


